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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Seventy-fifth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  Stafford.  It  is  drawn  up  in  accord- 
anee  with  the  instructions  contained  in  Ihc  Ministry  of 
Plealth  ('ireular  No.  2/50,  dated  25th  .January,  1950. 

The  year  under  review  is  the  first  complete  year  since 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  and 
thus  the  interest  of  the  Couneil  has  ceased  as  to  manv  ser- 
vices  which  previously  had  come  under  their  direct  control. 

The  War  years,  together  with  an  increasing  population 
have  accentuated  the  need  of  things  to  be  done,  i.e.,  the 
clearance  and  improvement  of  old  and  congested  areas, 
enlargement  of  or  replacement  of  sewers  and  sewage 
works,  additional  Baths,  Public  Conveniences  and  the  intro- 
duel  ion  of  more  hygienic  methods  of  refuse  collection  and 
disposal,  etc. 

Support  for  this  policy  of  striving  after  improvement 
of  environment  is  forthcoming  in  this  report  and  can,  with 
little  trouble,  be  supported  by  similar  evidence  as  to  other 
aspects  of  life  and  health.  To  quote  one  ^example — the 
number  of  babies  who  died  within  12  months  of  birth  was 
16.  This  is  equivalent  to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  21.19 
per  1,000  births.  The  improvement  in  living  conditions 
during  the  last  sixty  years,  with  all  that  it  implies  (on  the 
rate  obtaining  for  the  year)  has  meant  a  saving  of  baby  lives 
to  the  extent  of  122  for  every  1000  born — to  Stafford  a  net 
gain  of  92. 

I  would  again  express  my  thanks  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  members  of  the  Committee  for  vour  continued  consider- 
ation  and  support  during  the  year.  To  my  colleagues  and 
inembers  of  staff,  thanks  are  due  for  their  help  at  all  times. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H,  B.  BINKS, 


REPORT 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,089  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population, 

mid-1949  . .  38,700 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949) 

according  to  Rate  Books  .  10,324* 

Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1949)  .  .  .  .  £229,576 

Sum  represented  bv  a  penny  rate  (1948- 

1949)  ..  ; .  £907  12  10 

♦The  total  of  10,324  inhabited  liouses  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Houses  . 9,989 

Farm  houses  .  18 

Shops  with  living  accommodation  .  .  .  .  317 

Social  Conditions. 

Mr.  Arnold,  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange, 
has  supplied  the  following  survey  of  employment  in  Stafford  : 

“  Throughout  1949  there  has  been  a  high  and  rising 
level  of  employment  in  the  main  productive  industries  of 
Stafford,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  any  break  in  the  present 
bright  prospects.  Order  books  remain  good,  and,  with 
supplies  of  essential  materials  and  fuel,  there  should  be  no 
cause  for  anxiety  during  1950. 
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“Approximate  numbers  employed  in  the  main  industries, 
trades,  and  oeeupations  in  wStafford  are  as  under  : — 


Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Eleetrieal  Engineering . 

4,900 

1,100 

6,000 

Engineering  (Non-eleetrieal) 

1,700 

.800 

2,000 

Agrieulture  and  Forestrv 

1,500 

250 

1,750''’‘‘ 

Shoe  Manufaeture . 

700 

1,000 

1 ,700 

Distributive  Trades  . 

800 

750 

1,550^' 

Abrasive  Wheel  IManufacture 

1,100 

400 

1,500* 

Transport  and  Communieations  .  . 
Ivoeal  Government  Service  (in- 

1,000 

200 

1,200* 

eluding  Education) 

800 

.850 

1,150* 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering 
('oncrete  Reinforcement  Design 

!)()() 

20 

920* 

and  Manufacture  . 

500 

220 

720 

Salt  Manufaeture . 

Saw  Milling  and  Machine  Wo'hI- 

.800 

50 

.850* 

working  . 

200 

80 

2.80 

IVood  Heel  and  Last  Manufaeture 

1.80 

80 

210 

*  Estimated  fioures.” 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1949. 

Live  Births,  (see  table  3,  page  31) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,()()()  of  the  estimated  resident  ]:)0])u- 
1  at  ion  ..  19.5. 


Registered  live  births  : — 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

720 

.  .  395 

.  .  325 

Illegitimate 

.  .  35 

22 

13 

755 

417 

338 

Still  Births. 


Rate  per  ],()()()  (live  and  still)  bir^hs  .  .  22.0. 


Stillbirths  : — 

Total 

Males  Females 

Legitimate 

15  .  .  7  .  .  8 

Illegitimate 

9 

•  •  AM 

9  — 

•  •  «  » 

9  8 


i) 
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Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  .  .  9.74. 

Total  Males  Females 
^Deaths  .  377  .  .  202  .  .  175 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  .  0.01 

Deaths 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ....  - 

Other  maternal  causes .  1 

Total .  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitim.ate .  14  .  .  8  .  .  6 

Illegitimate .  2..  2  ..  0 


Totals  ....  16  .  .  10  .  .  6 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  21.19 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  . 18.54 

Illegitimate  inf&nts  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  . 50.71 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  57 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  2 


*  The  Registrar-General  supplies  a  “  Comparability  Factor”  to  each 
district  based  on  the  age  and  sex  of  its  population  as  shown  at  the 
last  Census.  When  the  recorded  death  rate  of  a  town  is  multiplied 
by  this  factor  the  corrected  death  rate  is  obtained.  This  is  truly 
comparable  with  the  death  rate  of  any  town  similarly  treated. 
The  factor  for  Stafford  is  1.07.  The  corrected  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  is  therefore  10.4. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births. —  The  total  number  of  registered  live  births  for 
the  year  was  417  males  and  338  females  (See  table,  page  30). 

The  birth  rate  at  19.5  remains  above  the  pre-war  level. 
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Tlic  clilterence  between  75a  registered  and  the  S7l 
notified  live  births  is  due  to  the  number  of  babies  born  to 
non-resident  mothers,  and  amounts  to  13.3%  of  the  total 
notified  births.  In  the  Maternity  Homes  and  Institutions 
586  live  and  still  births  took  plaee. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  377  as 
against  345  last  year; 

Inereases  oeeurred  in  deaths  due  to  Influenza,  Res¬ 
piratory  Diseases,  Caneer  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage.  Road 
Traffie  Aeeidents  aeeounted  for  9  deaths. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  rate  for  1949  is  21.19  per 
1,000  live  birlhs;  This  is  a  deerease  of  5.81  per  1,000  on  the 
figure  for  1948  and  eompares  with  43.7,  the  average  figure 
for  the  years  1939 — 1948^  and  56,  the  average  figure  for  the 
years  1929 — 1938.  See  table  11  page  30 


A  table  showing  the  causes  of  deaths  of  babies  undet 
one  year  of  age  follows  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

i 

1 — 3  months 

3 — 6  months! 

6 — 9  months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity  .  . 
Pneumonia  and 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

CongenitalDeformity 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

AcuteGastro-ente’tis 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Jaundice 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTAL 

6 

2 

1 

11 

3 

2 

— 

— 

16 

Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

A  list  of  the  principal  causes  of  death  is  set  out  below 
with,  for  comparison,  those  of  1948  and  their  percentages. 

Heart  Diseases,  cancer  and  intra-cranial  vascular 
lesions  again  constituted  the  greater  number. 

Number  Number  Percentage 


1948 

1949 

of  whole 

Intra-eranial  vascular  lesions 

40 

52 

13.7 

Heart  Disease  . 

119 

115 

30.4 

Cancer  . 

52 

57 

15.0 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  etc. 

29 

31 

8.2 

Tuberculosis  . 

10 

11 

2.9 

Prematurity  . 

7 

5 

1.3 

Road  Deaths  . 

9 

9 

2.4 

7 


On  page  8‘2  is  a  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death  as  supplied 
bv  the  Registrar-General. 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Serviee  Aet,  1940. 
are  being  earned  out  in  this  Area  by  the  County  Couneil  as 
the  Loeal  Health  Authority  and  the  Birnunghain  Regional 
Hospital  Board  as  the  Hospital  and  Speeialist  Services 
Authority.  These  two  bodies  carry  out  their  duties  locally 
through  an  Area  Conunittee  in  the  case  of  the  former,  and  as 
to  the  latter,  by  two  Management  Committees,  one  for 
physical  ills,  i.e.,  the  Stafford  and  District  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  and  the  other  the  Mid-Staffs.  (Mental) 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  mental  diseases. 

Tlie  General  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and 

su])plcmcntary  Oplithalmie  Services  are  administered  by  an 

Executive  Couneil  constituted  for  the  area  of  the  Loeal 

Health  Authoritv. 

« 

Briellv,  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Servi,:es 
Act,  1946,  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  : — 

(21)  The  provision,  equipping  and  maintenance  of 

Health  Centres. . 

(22)  The  making  of  arrangements  for  the  care  of 

mothers  and  young  children. 

(23)  Midwifery. 

(24)  Health  Visiting. 

(25)  Home  Nursing. 

(26)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(27)  Ambulance  Services. 

(28)  Prevention  of  illness — care  and  after  care. 

(29)  Domestic  Help. 

Infectious  Disease  Hospitals. 

The  provision  of  aeeommodation  for  infectious  cases  is 
the  responsibility  of  the  Stafford  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  Ihe  Isolation  Hospital  being 
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closed  on  May  25tli,  1949.  -During  the  year,  eases  from 
Stafford  have  been  admitted  to  Hospitals  as  follows  : — 


CC 

Disease  £ 

C3 

j 

Ca 

4) 

a 

•  ^ 

V 

ses  admitted  to  Hosp] 

i 

^  >• 

C  ''  r-l  JT' 

•  3  '  O  ^ 

^  '  is  '  X 

?  '  C  i  o 

brj  i  G  ^ 

3  i  rt  : 

5  '  ^ 

tals 

13 

K 

Stafford 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  3 

1 

1 

7 

Diphtheria 

1  ! 

Infantile 

Paralysis 

2 

Food  Poisoning  .j 

1 

1 

1 

Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

Under  Hospital  Boarfl  Management  : — 

Burton  House  (12  beds)  and  Fernleigli  (5  beds), 

There  are  also  two  private  homes  wiBi  7  l)eds. 

Clinics. 

Under  Local  Healtli  Authority  ; — 

School  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road.  • 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  North  Walls. 
Under  Local  Hospital  Authority  : — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  housed  at  the  Welfare  Centre, 
North  Walls. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Mill  Bank. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at  the  General  Inlirmarv. 

•/ 


Hospitals . 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Foregate  Street,  for 

General  Surgieal  and  Medieal  cases.  159  beds. 

Fernleigh,  Marston  Road,  for  ehronie  sick  and  maternity 
eases.  151  beds. 

St.  George’s  Hospital,  including  })remiscs  formerly 
known  as  Coton  Hill.  1,237  beds. 

Other  Hospitals  to  whieh  eases  are  referred  are  at 
Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Manchester  and  North  Staffs 
— Stoke. 
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tSaimtoria  at  KiiiVctj  (irauncislow,  Prestwoocl  an  (1  iliin- 
ley  receive  our  medical  Tuberculosis  eases  and  the  surgical 
orthopaedic  cases  attend  Hospitals  at  Standon  Hall,  Harts- 
hill  and  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Hospital  at 
Oswestry. 


Laboratory  Facilities* 

The  National  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is 
directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  the  examination  of  clinical  material  (sputum, 
swabs,  etc.),  is  carried  out  at  their  laboratory  in  Martin 
Street,  Stafford.  The  analysis  of  water,  milk,  and  food¬ 
stuffs  is  earned  out  by  the  County  Analyst.  Lt.-Coh 
Phease,  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and 
the  County  Analyst,  Mr.  Houlbrooke,  have  given  me  their 
willing  assistance  and  advice  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  405  baeteriologieal  reports  were  received 
by  the  Medieal  Officer  of  Health. 


Royal  Brine  Baths. 

In  a  previous  Annual  Report,  mention  was  made  of  the 
increasing  population  and  the  need  for  an  extension  of  or 
addition  to  the  present  Swdmming  Baths. 

Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  the  fresli 
water  swimming  baths— one  sample  was  not  up  to  standard, 
but  this  was  due  to'  an  interruption  in  the  working  of  the 
chlorination  plant. 

The  Superintendent  in  his  report  below  also  stresses  the 
need  of  extension,  for,  although  the  baeteriologieal  reports  on 
the  water  are  satisfactory,  the  increasing  numbers  not  only 
affect  the  amenities  but  also  lessen  the  margin  of  safety 
which  is  so  necessary.  As  will  be  noted  elsewhere  in  the 
report,  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  our  streams  emphasises 
strongly  the  need  for  extra  swimming  faeilities  in  the 
Borough. 

Mr.  Beazor  states  : — 

“  Attendances  at  the  Royal  Brine  Baths  for  the  year 
were  : — 


Private  Brine  Baths  .  . 

4,385 

Brine  Swimming  Bath 

5,803 

Turkish  (Ladies  only) 

617 

Private  Wash  Baths  .  . 

.  .  29,645 

FTesh-watcr  Swim 

.  .  84,269 

10 


“  Swiiiiniing  for  Schools  was  again  a  big  feature, 
‘21,544  attendances  being  made. 

“  The  alterations  to  the  Brine  Swimming  Bath  were 
completed,  and  the  re-opening  took  place  on  July  14th, 
average  attendances  remaining  high  throughout  the  Summer 
months. 

“  The  Fresh-water  Swim  was  again  used  to  capacity, 
attendances  increased  by  10,000  over  1948.  The  greatest 
need  in  this  department  is  more  changing  accommodation 
and  extensions  to  the  Filtration  Plant  to  earrv  the  increased 
load;  these  must  be  given  priority  in  the  near  future. 

“  The  Local  Hospital  Board  and  \\  olvcrhampton 
Patients’  Aid  Soeiety  are  sending  increasing  numbers  of 
patients  for  Brine  Swim  and  Private  Brines.” 


SFXTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Water  Supply. 

All  dwelling-houses  have  an  internal  main  supply  laid 
on,  with  the  exception  of  those  (‘numerated  below. 

Houses  dependant  on  well  water  .  .  12 

,,  with  stand  pipes  in  yard  .  .  10 

,,  with  supply  in  wash-house  .  .  44 

The  Health  Department  submit  samples  of  water  for 
analysis  at  regular  intervals.  In  all,  twenty-three  samples 
were  submitted  for  baeteriologieal  examination. 

Two  samples  taken  from  a  shallow  well  at  three 
cottages  at  Marston  Gate  and  one  from  three  houses  in 
Fecleshall  Road  were  found  to  contain  coliform  bacilli. 
The  tenants  were  written  to  and  advised  to  boil  all  water 
before  drinking.  The  owners  also  were  informed  of  the 
pollution  and  advised  that  a  town  supply  should  be  made 
available  to  tenants. 

Fifteen  samples  of  the  water  supply  were  submitted  to 
the  Comity  Analyst.  They  are  usually  taken  quarterly,  ami 
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reports  covering  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  arc  set  out 
below. 


Parts  per  100,000 

Samples  taken  at 

Milford  Shugborough 
Town  i  Well  :  Well 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°F 

17.50 

45.0  i 

20.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia . 

Nil. 

0.0008 

Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia . 

0.0008 

0.0028 

0.0008 

Nitric  Nitrogen . 

0.12 

0.24 

0.12 

Chlorine . 

2.7 

10.2 

4.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F. 

0.001 

0.017 

Nil. 

Appearance . 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination 

None 

None  1 

None 

pH  Value. . . 

7.3 

7.3 

7.4 

Hardness  before  Boiling  . 

8.1% 

14.4% 

7.7% 

Hardness  after  Boiling . 

4.0% 

0.4% 

4.2% 

Temporary  Hardness . 

4.1% 

8.0%  i 

3.5% 

N.B. —  Samples  taken  from  Milford  and  Shugborough — 
chlorination  was  discontinued  for  the  necessary  samples  to 
be  taken. 


The  Laboratory  reports  that  the  water  had  no  solvrrt 
action  on  lead  in  24  hours. 

The  Water  Engineer  reports  that  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  and  part  of  the  Stafford  Rural  District  are  supplied 
with  Town  water,  the  acreage  being  40,000  with  an  estimated 
revised  population  of  44,000  as  from  the  beginning  of  1950. 
For  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1950,  the  total  water  con¬ 
sumption  amounted  to  717,685,000  gallons,  an  increase  of 
62,734,000  gallons  on  the  previous  year.  This  represents 
21.87  and  22.82  (total  44.69)  gallons  per  head  ])er  day  for 
domestic  and  trade  purposes,  respectively. 

The  total  increase  in  annual  water  consumption  is  by 
far  the  highest  recorded  since  1941. 

During  the  year  water  mains  to  the  Coton  Farm  and 
Rickerscote  Housing  Estates  have  been  completed  and 
about  two  miles  of  trunk  distribution  mains  have  been  laid. 

Work  will  be  commenced  on  the  £40,000  scheme  to 
provide  a  new  18in.  diameter  Trunk  Main  from  Milford  to 
Stafford  in  May,  1950. 
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>Vork  on  the  final  l)orchole  at  Milford  Pumping  Station 
is  now'  in  })ro|[yrcss. 

The  rainfall  for  1941)  amounted  to  20.5  inehes  eompared 
with  an  average  for  the  past  80  years  of  80  inches  per  annum. 
The  effects  of  this  drought  are  still  beinjif  felt  in  the  lowTriim 

O  c5  O 

of  w'ater  levels  at  both  Pumping  Stations. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  lengths  in  yards  of  new’  sewers  w'crc  completed  in 
the  following  districts  during  the  year  ended,  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1949. 

Coton  Farm  Estate. 

Foul  Water  Sewers 
Surface  Water  Sew’ers 

Rickerscote  Estate. 

Foul  Water  Sew’ers 
Surface  Water  Sew’ers 

Silkmore  Crescent  Estate. 

Foul  Water  Sewers 
Surface  Water  Sew’ers 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

A  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a  Sew’age  Disposal 
Works  on  a  new’  site  situated  in  the  river  valley  near  to 
St.  Thomas’  IMill,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £800,000,  has  been 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Ileallh  for  their 
approval. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  approximately  848  w'aste  w’ater  closets  in  the 
Borough,  41  pail  closets  and  7  privy  middens.  The  drains 
of  188  houses  discharge  into  cesspits. 

The  Health  Department  represented  the  urgent  need  of 
50  houses  in  Tixall  Road  in  this  respect,  and  the  Health 
Committee  have  resolved  that  these  properties  be  sew’cred  as 
soon  as  it  is  practicable. 


1,200 

480 


955 
1  585 


500 

197 


There  are  approximately  106  liouses  without  a  separate 
sanitary  convenienee  and  of  this  number  16  houses  have  been 
condemned,  the  remaining  90  houses  are  of  low  standard. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  during 
the  year  by  a  water  closet  with  flushing  apparatus  was  43 
and  a  grant  of  50s.  to  encourage  owners  of  property  to  abolish 
this  type  of  obsolete  and  insanitary  closet  was  si  ill  available 
during  the  year. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  supervised  the  clearing  of  037 
closet  stoppages  which  affected  2,449  houses. 

When  stoppages  are  found  to  be  caused  by  rags  or  other 
unsuitable  articles,  the  occupiers  are  warned  by  letter  as  to 
their  responsibility  regarding  the  use  of  closets  and  drains. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  Sow  and  its  five  brook  courses  are  subjected 
to  constant  surveys  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

In  September  a  serious  pollution  occurred,  killing  a  large 
number  of  fish.  The  pollution  was  stopped  immediatelv, 
and  it  is  hoped  as  a  result  of  a  representation  by  the  Ilcaltli 
Committee,  that  this  type  of  pollution  has  ceased. 

New  legislation  as  to  river  pollution  is  jiemling,  and  its 
enforcement  will  pass  largely  to  other  bodies,  but  pollution 
dangerous  to  health  will  remain  with  the  Local  Authority. 

Unification  and  more  power  will,  no  doubt,  remove  many 
objections  as  to  procedure,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  man  on 
the  spot,  i.e.,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  will  remain  within  the 
framework  of  the  new  scheme. 

For  some  years  the  pollution  of  the  Sow  by  sewage 
effluent  has  been  known  and  the  efforts  of  the  Council  for  a 
new  Sewage  Works  appear  to  be  now  making  headway. 
Meanwhile,  the  condition  of  our  streams,  in  places  due  to 
sewage  effluent,  in  others  due  to  other  causes,  are  sucli  that, 
although  fish  may  survive,  the  actual  condition  of  the 
streams  is  sueh  that  bathing  during  the  Summer  months  is 

e?  o 

not  desirable  and  should  be  restricted  to  the  Sow  above  the 
Gas  Works. 


14 


The  County  Council  take  periodic  samples  of  River  Sow 
water  both  above  and  below  the  efliuent  of  the  Sewage 
Works  and  of  the  effluent  water  from  the  activated  sludge 
plant.  The  following  are  the  reports  on  sanniles  taken  in 
March  and  October  ; — 


Total  solid  matter  dried  at 

212°F . 

of  which  in  suspension 
Mineral  suspended  matter 
Organic  suspended  matter 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Nitric  Nitrogen 
Chlorine 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 
at  80°  F  .  . 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed 
in  5  days  at  65 °F 
Incubation  test 


100  yards  above 
effluent  outfall 


Effluent  water 


100  yards  below 
effluent  outfall 


Parts  per  100,000 


March 

Oct. 

March 

Oct. 

March 

Oct. 

102.0 

447.6 

121.10 

137.1 

104.0 

577.0 

Trace 

1.6 

3.60 

7.6 

Trace 

2.0 

Trace 

0.4 

1.00 

2.0 

Trace 

1.0 

Trace 

1.2 

2.60 

5.6 

Trace 

1.0 

0.091 

0.040 

2.310 

8.75 

0.264 

0.132 

0.029 

0.021 

0.231 

0.593 

0.042 

0.132 

0.15 

Trace 

Nil 

Nil 

0.17 

Trace 

30.0 

225.0 

39.5 

50.0 

32.0 

315.0 

0.46 

0.30 

1.40 

7.40 

0.50 

0.94 

0.217 

0.372 

3.410 

16.17 

0.665 

2.112 

Satis- 

Satis- 

Putres- 

Putres- 

Satis- 

Very 

factory 

factory 

cent 

cent 

factory 

slightly 

putres¬ 

cent 

Smoke  Abatement  (Industrial  Chimneys). 

Observations  have  been  made  on  all  chimneys  within 
the  Borough.  One  firm,  in  order  to  obtain  sufficient  steam, 
caused  the  persistent  emission  of  dense  volumes  of  black 
smoke.  Representatives  of  the  firm  appeared  before  the 
Health  Committee.  Complete  co-operation  was  received, 
mechanical  stokers  were  installed,  and  the  nuisance  was 
abated. 


The  heavy  rate  of  smoke  emission  at  the  Northern  end 
of  the  town  has  also  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Health  Committee  who  have  been,  and  are,  in  negotiation 
with  the  firms  concerned. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  tabular  statement  below  contains  the  numbers  and 
nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  with 
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tlic  nuiiibcr  of  notices  sci^'cd  and  the  result  ot  such  notices. 


No.  of 

Dc- 

No.  of  Notices. 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

fective 

In¬ 

formal 

1 

Stat- 
utor\" 
2  ' 

! 

Coni] 

A\d 

ilied 

bh 

1 

2 

Daveliunghouses  : — 

1 

Repairs  to  dAvellini^hoiises 

1810 

147 

147 

7 

138 

0 

Houses  requiring  cleans- 

’ 

ing  and  verminous  houses 

00 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  . 

232 

01 

01 

1 

48 

1 

House  drainage  defects  .  . 

1150 

84 

83 

— 

77 

— 

Dustbins . 

223 

43 

43 

8 

32 

8 

Accumulation  of  refuse  .  . 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

flvPTProvvrlino’  . 

205 

■ 

■ 

.  — 

>Vater  supply  . 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workshops. . 

40 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Bakehouses  . 

30 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

884 

21 

_ 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•2 

_ 

, 

- 

_____ 

CoAvsheds  . 

20 

2 

2 

— 

1 

- - 

Dairies  and  MiIksho[)s  .... 

02 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Piggeries  and  Stables  .... 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  or  i)remises  Avhere 

food  is  sold  or  prepared  .  . 

152 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Market  Inspections . 

48 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Ice  Cream  Shops . 

02 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cafes  . 

15 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Public  Houses  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cinemas . 

2 

_ 

- 

- - 

___ 

, _ - 

Closet  stoppages  . 

037 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  .  . 

107 

—  ■ 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Smoke  observations . 

07 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Other  nuisances  . 

140 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

River  Pollution . 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rehousing  of  Families  .... 

053 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0347 

1287 

340 

17 

308 

10 

Proeeedings  were  instituted  against  the  firm  whieh 
caused  the  emission  of  wood  dust  from  their  extracting 
plant  on  the  neighbouring  houses.  The  Magistrates  made  a 
“  Nuisance  Order  ”  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance.  This 
was  complied  with  by  the  fixing  of  a  filter  plant  to  the  extrac¬ 
tor. 
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t^actory  Act,  193^. 


1.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number 

Ni 

imber  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Faetories  in  wliieh  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Au¬ 
thorities  . 

' 

20 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  whieh  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Au¬ 
thority  . 

127 

30 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) .... 

5 

Total . 

152 

40 

— 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number 

of  cases  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

8 

8 

_ 

1 

_ 

flvprprowrlino' 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
turf'  . 

Inadequate  ventilation.  . 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . 

_ 

Sanitary  conv^eniences — 
(a)  Insufficient  . 

5 

a 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  . 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes . 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

3 

3 

Total  . 

17 

17 

— 

2 

— 

Tlic  luimbcr  of  oiit-workcrs  in  the  August  list  required 
by  Section  110(l)(c)  was  4  engaged  in  tlic  making,  etc., 
of  wearing  apparel. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs; 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  l2 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  2d 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  houses  is  being  effected 
by  the  extensive  use  of  D.D.T.  powder  and  preparations 
containing  at  least  5%  D.D.T.  in  solution. 

Proprietary  Insecticides  now  on  sale  contain  D.D.T.  or 
(iammexanc.  These  insecticides  shovdd  be  made  full  u^c  of 
in  the  elimination  of  bugs,  fleas,  and  other  household  pests 
and  the  public  arc  instructed,  when  advice  is  asked  for  at 
this  department,  on  their  method  of  use. 

All  tenants  that  arc  allocated  Corporation  houses  arc 
visited  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  their  rooms  are  examined 
for  any  vermin  infestation.  A  clearance  certificate  is  then 
issued  to  the  appropriate  Department  before  re-housing. 
Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  this  purpose  numbered  653. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  eolleetion  and  disposal  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  keeping 
the  refuse  tips  free  of  rat  infestation,  and  also  for  the  control 
of  the  tips  against  Hies,  crickets,  etc. 

In  the  spring  of  each  year  the  tips  at  Riverway  and 
Silkmore  arc  extensively  dusted  with  Gammexane  powder. 
This  treatment  is  then  followed  on  one  day  a  week  during 
the  summer  months  when  the  week’s  added  tipping  is  dealt 
with. 

The  method  has  now  been  in  use  for  four  years,  and  is 
found  to  be  most  effective.  No  complaint  regarding  fly  or 
other  nuisances  has  been  received  from  householders  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  tips. 

Offensive  Tracies. 

The  two  offensive  trades  on  the  Register  consist  of  1  rag 
and  bone  mcrehant  and  1  gut  scraper. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  l9l9. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Authorised  Rodent 
Ollieer  and  is  assisted  by  a  Rodent  Operator. 

The  built-up  area  of  the  town  has  been,  during  the  year, 
free  of  any  major  infestation.  Minor  infestations  have 
occurred  where  fowls  and  pigs  arc  kept,  especially  where 
premises  adjoin  agricultural  land. 

Quantity  of  prepared  poison  bait  eaten  by  rats  : — • 


Containing  Arsenic  .  12  lbs.  13  oz. 

Containing  Zinc  Phosphide .  14  lbs.  0  oz. 


Containing  Red  Squill . 36  lbs.  11  oz. 


Total  amount  eaten  .  .  .  .  63  lbs.  8  oz. 


Conservative  estimate  of  rats  killed  during  the  year, 
1,746. 


The  Local  Authority  bceanic  responsible  for  the  des¬ 
truction  of  rats  within  the  Borough  in  October,  1943,  and  the 
following  figures  arc  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  number 
of  rats  killed  : — 


1943  (3  months) 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1 949  . .  ■ 


1,978 

3,619 

3,673 

1,414 

1,026 

1,277 

1,746 


14,733 


SECTION  D.-^HOUSING. 

Inhere  are  a  number  of  low  standard  houses  in  the  Bor¬ 
ough  and  it  is  a  matter  of  eoneern  that  the  repair  and  recon¬ 
ditioning  of  these  houses  is  now  no  longer  an  economic  one  for 
the  landlord.  This  has  obvious  consequences — it  increases 
at  an  accelerating  rate  the  deterioration  of  these  houses  and 
with  its  association  of  lowered  living  conditions,  which  is 
in  active  contrast  to  our  Council  housing,  aggravates  the 
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cicniand  lor  new  houses  whieli  a  strained  national  economy  is 
already  finding  it  dillieult  to  meet.  These  houses,  if  properly 
managed,  will  for  some  years  to  eome  meet  a  need  at  a  more 
economical  rate  than  that  obtainable  for  new  bnildingSi 

One  eonseipicnee  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Act  is  the 
growing  reluctance  to  carry  out  repairs  and  the  inereasing 
readiness  of  the  owner  to  sell  out  at  any  favourable  oppor= 
tunitv.  Unfortunatelv,  the  buyers  of  these  sub-standard 
houses  may  not  be  fully  aware  of  the  position  and,  in  years 
to  come,  they  may  not  be  able  to  meet  the  many  repairs 
necessary  on  the  projierty  which  will  quickly  pass  into  a 
hopeless  state. 

Three  houses.  Nos.  115,  IIG  and  117,  Lichlicld  Road, 
which,  as  a  result  of  fire  to  the  thatched  roofs,  became  unin¬ 
habitable,  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

Housing  Applications. 

A  lal)le  lias  ]:)een  drawn  u])  from  figures  sujjjilied  by  the 
Housing  Manager,  whicli  are  based  on  applications  only. 
It  discloses  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  applicants  since 
the  peak  3'car  1947,  which  is  included  for  the  j)ur})ose  of 
comparison.  The  diminution  in  the  figures  is  due  to  man\' 
causes  among  which  the  chief  are  the  actual  allocation  of  a 
house  and  the  reduction  brought  about  bv  +he  Nation-wide 
overhaul  of  the  applications.  It  does  not  necessarily  include 
only  those  who  ought  to  be  rehoused  nor  does  it  necessarily 
include  all  who  are  living  in  sub-standard  houses  and  ought 
to  be  rehoused.  On  these  figures  there  still  remains  much 
to  be  done  before  saturation  point  is  reached. 


No.  in  Family 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

Over 

8 

Total 

Householders, 

1949 . 

118 

250 

212 

103 

32 

10 

11 

7 

755 

Peak  Year  1947  .  . 

3 

123 

209 

288 

145 

05 

29 

10 

8 

940 

Lodoei*s  and  sub¬ 
tenants,  1949  .  . 

10 

351 

500 

110 

17 

17 

1 

1018 

Peak  Year  1947  .  . 

09 

974 

737 

107 

40 

0 

3 

*4 

2 

2007 

1 949  Totals 

10 

409 

750 

328 

120 

49 

17 

11 

7 

1773 

1947  Totals 

72 

1097 

1000 

155 

193 

71 

32 

13 

10 

2t)l.7 

20 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Shortage  of  housing  aceonunoclation  during  the  war 
years  has  been  met  to  a  minor  extent  by  the  use  of  trailer 
carayans  in  different  parts  of  the  Borough.  During  reeent 
years  the  numbers  of  these  haye  inereased  and  with  a  yiew  to 
eontrolling  them  and  to  eoniply  with  Seetion  269  (i)  (ii)  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
cndeayoured  to  persuade  the  owners  of  the  lands  upon  which 
these  carayans  were  sited  to  apply  to  the  Council  for  licensing 
the  sites.  Failure  to  bring  this  about  has  been  met  by 
refusing  permission  to  the  occupants  to  remain  in  these 
earayan  trailers  unless  they  applied  to  the  Council  for  a 
licence — which  was  granted  if  conditions  asked  for  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  were  complied  with. 

In  the  ten  cases  which  were  allowed  to  remain,  the  licence 


granted  included  the  period  for  which  it  was 

operative. 

* 

Mr.  Higson,  the  Borough  Suryeyor,  summarises  the 
Housing  programme  as  follows  :  — 

HOUSINC;  COMPLETED. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  permanent  houses 

erected  by  Corporation  during 

1949  . 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  erected  by  other 
developers  during  1949  : — 

241 

Private  Enterprise 

20 

Kingsway  Housing  Association 

94 

355 

(b)  (i)  Total  number  of  permanent  houses 

erected  by  Corporation  since  end 

of  war 

811  ] 

1 

Conversion  into  Hats 

23 

[  1059 

(ii)  Temporary  houses  .  . 

(iii)  Total  number  of  permanent  houses 

'225  J 

1 

erected  by  Private  Enterprise 

• 

since  end  of  war  .  . 

55  ] 

1 

(iv)  Total  number  of  private  houses 

1 

193 

erected  by  developers 

138  1 

1 

1 252 
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HOUSING  planned. 


(i)  Total  number  of  houses  definitely 
planned  in  addition  to  those 
already  handed  ‘over  and  under 

construction  : — 

Moss  Pit 

•  • 

24 

Rising  Brook  .  . 

•  • 

100 

Greensome 

*  • 

30 

Riekerscote 

•  * 

70 

Coton  Fields 

•  • 

116 

Silkmorc  Crescent 

•  • 

6 

Land  off  Silkmore  Lane 

•  • 

50 

Corporation  Street  Flats 

•  • 

18 

Aluminium  Bungalows 

(site  not  yet  decided) 

•  • 

50 

(ii)  By  private  enterprise 

•  • 

20 

(iii)  Other  developers  : — 

Kingsway  Housing  Assoeialion 

00 

110 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  table  on  page  16  enumerates  the  visits  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspeetors  to  bakehouses,  fried  fisli  shops,  eowsheds, 
dairies,  })remises  where  eooked  meats  are  prepared,  iee 
eream  makers,  and  all  shops  where  food  is  sold. 

The  number  of  visits  to  the  Government  controlled 
slaughterhouse  in  Red  Lion  Street — 884 — indicates  that 
every  effort  was  made  to  achieve  100%)  inspection  of  aninials' 
slaughtered  there. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

This  year  a  pasteurising  plant  was  installed  by  one  of 
the  local  dairymen.  It  is  an  asset  as  it  not  only  furthers  the 
active  campaign  for  the  wholesale  pasteurisation  of  milk — 
ordinary  and  Tuberculin  Tested — but  it  affords  facilities  for 
the  easy  and  (piiek  safeguard  by  heat  treatment.  This  is 
made  more  necessary  by  recent  legislation  whereby  the 
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Medical  Ollicer  of  Health  can  insist  on  the  heat  treatment  of 
milk  where,  in  his  opinion,  there  is  risk  of  bovine  or  other 
infection  of  the  milk  being  conveyed  to  the  consumer. 

From  information  available  at  least  90%  of  all  milk 
consumed  in  the  Borough  is  heat  treated. 

Under  the  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  which 
became  operative  as  from  October,  1949,  licences  were 
issued  in  seven  instances  for  premises  registered  as  dairies 
(not  being  dairy  farms)  and  to  36  persons  to  carry  on  the 
trade  of  distributors. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949, 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Dealer’s  Licence 

for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  iMilk  =  0 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Supplementary 
Licence  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw 

jNllllv  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  a.  - 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Dealer’s  Lieenec 

for  the  sale  of  Accredited  milk  ..  ..  ..  =  0 

\ 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Dealer’s  Licence 

for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  =12 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Dealer’s  Tiiccncc 

for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  milk  ..  ..  ..  =8 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Dealer’s  Licence 
to  use  designation  Tuberculin  I'ested  milk 
(Pasteurised)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  =15 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Supplementary 

Licence  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  .  .  .  .  =8 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Supplementary 

Licence  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  milk  .  .  .  .  =  1 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  a  Supplementary 
Licence  to  use  designation  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  (Pasteurised)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  =  7 

In  addition,  four  dairy  farmers  retail  milk  within  the 
Borough. 


The  examination  of  sain})les  tor  l)aeterial  eontent  and 
I'or  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  bv  the  Countv  Council. 

4-  «/ 

The  following  results  were  obtained  from  milk  on  sale  in  the 
]]orough. 


Designation 

No.  of 
samples 
taken 

Cleanliness 

Tuberculosis 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 
Methylene 
Blue  test 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

22(b) 

22 

_ 

_ 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

12(b) 

12 

— 

— 

- 

Pasteurised 

27(b) 

25 

2 

— 

— 

Accredited 

1(b) 

1 

— 

— 

Sterilised  .  . 

n 

3 

_ 

— 

Undesignated  .  . 

48(a) 

39 

9 

35 

1 

113 

102 

11 

35 

1 

(a)  No  biological  test  on  12  samples  as  they  were 

samples  of  heat  treated  milk. 

/ 

(b)  Of  these  samples,  21  were  examined  biologically — 

all  were  negative. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

At  Stafford  there  is  one  Government-controlled 
Slaughterhouse  which  supplies  Stafford  Rural,  Rugeley  and 
parts  of  Cannock  Rural  District  ('onncil,  in  addition  to 
Stalford  Borough. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1 933.  —During  the  year  25 
licences  were  issued  to  fit  and  proper  persons  to  slaughter 
animals  for  human  food.  A  number  of  men  to  whom 
licences  were  granted  were  not  employed  at  slaughter¬ 
houses,  but  include  butchers’  assistants  whose  original 
licences  were  granted  prior  to  1939.  The  latter  group  of 
men  are  kept  on  the  register  to  ensure  the  humane  killing  of 
pigs  for  private  individuals. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


C  att  le 
excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3,;r27 

1,581 

11,9.50 

834 

Niiml)er  inspected 

3,827 

1,581 

1 1 ,950 

834 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

14 

13 

8 

8 

Portions  of  carcases 
with  or<jans 

20 

13 

4 

11 

20 

Groans  only 

233 

4 

314 

31 

Percentacre  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tid)erciilosis 

8 

.  5 

1 . 20 

2.8 

7.8 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

55 

3 

Portions  of  carcases 
\^ith  organs 

3 

21 

14 

Organs  only 

308 

2 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

13.0 

2.3 

In  addition  to  the  above,  8  sides  and  8  hams  of  baeon 
and  G  portions  of  imported  ])eef  were  eondenmed. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  38  tons  3  cwts.  46  lbs.  This  meat  was 
disposed  of  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

187  Certificates  were  issued  confirming  the  unfitness  of 
foods  reported  to  the  Department  by  provision  merchants  in 
the  town.  The  principal  items  were  : —  310  tins  milk, 
250  tins  meat,  355  tins  vegetables,  91  tins  fish,  387  tins  and 
jars  of  fruit  and  preserves,  35  stones  fish.  27  other  cer¬ 
tificates  were  issued  for  sundry  items. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  foodstuffs 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  })remises  are  registered  : — 

Preparation  of  sausages,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  22 

Sale  only  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Sale  of  ice  cream  in  pre-packed  containers  . .  38 

Fish  frying  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Shops  which  are  visited  to  which  Section  13 

applies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  hot  and  cold 
running  water  is  available  in  all  food  shops  in  the  Borough 
and  a  request  for  more  adequate  protection  of  cotifeetionery 
is  being  met  by  the  increasing  use  of  perspex  oi’  other  cover¬ 
ings  in  the  Market  and  this,  w{‘  liope,  will  be  I'ollowc'd 
shortly  in  the  sho})s. 

Ice  Cream. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  carried  out  of  premises 
where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  or  sold. 

The  table  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  shown  above  indicates  that  there  are  22  manu- 
faeturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough.  Two  of  these  use  a 
boiled  mix  and  are  equipped  witli  modern  machinery. 
Twenty-three  sell  ice  cream  cither  loose  or  pre-packed  and 
the  remaining  thirty-eight  have  been  restricted  to  tlie  sale 
of  pre-packed  ice  cream  only  because  of  the  nature  of  other 
trade  carried  out  on  their  premises. 

Samples  are  taken  frequently  for  determining  the  wholc- 
someness  of  the  product,  and  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
for  testing  and  the  results  are  tabulated  into  four  grades. 
Grades  3  and  4,  if  repeated  constantly,  indicates  an  un¬ 
satisfactory  product. 

Sampling  is  also  used  as  a  means  to  trace  a  fault  in 
manufacture  and  this  explains  the  presence  of  a  rather  high 
proportion  in  Grade  4  under  heat  treatment  listed  in  the 
following  table  : — 


I.ABORATORY  REPORTS 

ON  ICE  CREAM  (1940) 

lee  Cream  made  witliin 

lee  Cream  made  out- 

the  Roroiigh 

side  the  Borough 

Total 

Heat  Treated 

Cold  IMix 

Heat  Treated 

Cold  xMix 

Grade  1 

8 

14 

2 

_ 

24 

Grade  2 

t 

3 

3 

— 

7 

Grade  3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Grade  4 

3 

‘> 

ft 

2 

8 

26 


F*ood  Poisoning. 

Three  isolated  eases  of  Food  Foisoniiig  were  reported 
during  the  year.  All  were  males.  The  causal  organisms 
were  13.  Typhi-Murium* 

SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES* 

(see  table  5,  page  33) 

Diphtheria. 

One  case,  an  adult,  was  notified  during  the  year. 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  now  a  function  of 
the  County  Council,  but  the  statistics  for  the  Borough  have 
been  obtained  and  set  out  as  it  is  a  matter  of  local  interest. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1919. 


School. 

Immunised. 

Children 

re-immunised. 

St.  Austin’s  . 

4 

13 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue  . 

5 

55 

Eorclirido-p. . 

12 

Corporation  St.  Infants 

21 

29 

lattleworth  . 

1 

10 

Tenter  Banks  . 

11  i 

22 

Holmcroft  . 

7 

15 

Stone  Road  . 

10 

20 

St.  Patrick’s  Junior  .  .  . 

5 

15 

Rising  Brook . 

2 

20 

Silkmore  Primary . 

10 

20 

Schools  outside  Borough 

- — -  t 

4 

Welfare  Centre  . 

234 

23 

General  Practitioners  .  . 

20G  i 

28 

Total . 

516 

286 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  46  cases  notified  in  1949  as  against  164  in 
the  previous  year. 

In  4  instances  more  than  one  ease  occurred  in  one  family. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred,  one  was  a  little 
visitor  to  the  town.  Both  were  removed  to  Hospital.  They 
arc  now  undergoing  treatment  from  their  own  homes. 

* 

Dysentery. 

One  case  was  notilied  and  this  took  place  in  an  Institution. 

27 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  isolated  eases  were  reported  in  Maternity  Hoines 
and  one  other  ease  was  notified. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty-eight  eases  notified.  These  figures  relate  only 
to  cases  of  Acute  Primary  and  Inllnenzal  Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas* 

None  of  the  6  notified  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis. 

Analysis  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the  Calendar 

year,  1919  ; — 

*/  ' 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Deaths 

Noi 

Respiratory  Respir 

1- 

atory 

M 

F 

U 

F 

F 

]\I 

F 

0—  1 

-  — 

- 

1—  5 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

5 — 1 5 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

1 5—25 

<} 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25—35 

4 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 55 

1 

I 

— 

- - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals . 

16 

8 

3 

1 

6 

5 

1 

— 

Ten  year 
average, 

21.9 

15.6 

7.7 

5.3 

12.6 

7.8 

2.8 

1.7 

pre-war 

(1929-38) 

The  death  rates  per  1,990  of  the  population  were  : — 
Respiratory,  9.26;  Non-respiratorv,  0.92.  Total.  9.28. 

The  “Balance  Sheet’  for  the  Register  may  be  given  as 
follows  : — 


On  Register  at  Jan.  1 

197 

Deaths  . 

*12 

Notifications 

28 

Recovered 

12 

Transfers . 

3 

Notification  with- 

Un-notified  deaths  .  . 

2 

drawn . 

1 

On  Register  at  Dec.  31 

295 

239  239 


'■^One  of  these  cases  includes  a  death  which  occurred 
some  years  previously. 


28 


XoTiFiCATloN. — During  the  year,  two  deaths  oceurred 
ot  persons  who  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the 
disease.  One  died  whilst  being  investigated  and  one  was  a 
Borough  resident  who  died  outside  the  Borough. 

Of  those  who  died,  the  average  length  of  time  elapsing 
between  the  receipt  of  notification  of  the  disease  and  death 
was  25 1  months. 

Admissions  to  and  discharges  from  institutions  were 
notified  as  follows  : — 

Admissions  Discharges 


Prestwood  Sanatorium  .  .  2  .  .  3 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  .  .  2  .  .  3 

The  Limes,  Hindey  .  .  .  .  -  .  .  1 

Newcastle  Isolation  Hospital  .  .  1  .  .  2 

Edge  View  Kinver  .  .  .  .  -  .  .  2 

Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic 

Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  -■  .  .  1 

Eernleigh,  .Marslon  llojul  .  .  2  .  .  1 


HealTji  \Tsiting. — Domiciliary  visits  are  made  by  the 
County  Hcnlth  Visitors. 


Disinfection. 

A  Washington  Lyon  steam  disinfector  is  used  for 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  have  been  exposed  to  infec¬ 
tion,  or  have  been  infested  with  vermin. 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  . .  I  I 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  . .  U 


MORTUARY. 

Bodies  dealt  with  at  the  Publie  Mortuary  are  elassi- 


fied  as  follows  : — 

Borough  residents  . 15 

Non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough.  ...  2 

Brought  in  from  outside  Borough .  4 

Non-civilians  . — 

21 

Post-mortem  examinations  .  10 
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Table  1. — Births  and  Stillbirths 


Year 

s: 

DAFFORD 

BOROUGI 

1. 

Birth  Rate 
for  Smaller 
Towns  of 
England 
and  Wales 

Total 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

1940  .  . 

540 

15.3 

13 

23 

14.0 

1941  . . 

590 

15.8 

24 

39 

14.2 

1942  . . 

007 

18.0 

18 

20 

15.8 

1943  .  . 

001 

18.3 

23 

33 

10.5 

1944  . . 

720 

20.7 

19 

20 

17.0 

1945  . . 

035 

18.8 

18 

27 

19.2 

1940  .  . 

085 

19.4 

20 

30 

21.3 

1947  .. 

703 

19.7 

19 

20 

22.2 

1948  .. 

080 

18.2 

23 

32 

19.2 

1949  .. 

755 

19.5 

17 

22 

18.0 

Table  2.- 


Infaiit  mortality  for  11)41)  and  previous  ten  years 


Year 

Live 

Births 

Under  one  month 

Under 

one  year 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

1939  . . 

510 

24 

40 

30 

09 

1940  . . 

540 

18 

33 

30 

55 

1941  . . 

590 

12 

20 

20 

42 

1942  . . 

007 

25 

37 

35 

52 

1943  . . 

001 

17 

25 

30 

45 

1944  . . 

720 

15 

21 

20 

27 

1945  .. 

035 

19 

29 

30 

47 

1940  .. 

085 

10 

23 

27 

39 

1947  .. 

703 

14 

19 

24 

34 

1948  .. 

080 

11 

10 

19 

27 

Average 

for  10  years 

041 

17 

27 

28 

44 

1949  . . 

755 

11 

14 

10 

21.2 

30 


Table  3. — Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality,  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infeetious 

Diseases. 


England 

and 

148 

Smaller 

STAFFORD 

Wales 

Towns 

1949 

1948 

Live  Births  . 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Populat 

ion  : — 

1G.7 

18.0 

19.5 

18.2 

Still  Births . 

0..‘19 

0.40 

.439 

0.61 

DEATHS. 

All  Causes . 

11.7 

11.6 

9.74 

9.1  > 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  . 

0.01 

0.02 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

Small-pox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia . 

0..51 

0.49 

0.23 

0.26 

Whooping  Cough . 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria . . . 

0.00 

0.00 

_ 

Influenza . 

0.15 

0.14 

0.12 

0.05 

Tuberculosis . 

0.45 

0.42 

0.28 

0.26 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

Acute  Polioencephalitis . 

0.01 

0.02 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

0.13 

0.12 

0.05 

0.03 

Small-pox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever . 

]  .63 

1.83 

1.18 

4.36 

Diphtheria . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.02 

Typhoid  Fever . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

Erysipelas  . 

0.19 

0.19 

0.15 

0.16 

Pneumonia  . 

0.80 

0.65 

0.72 

0.74 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Whooping  Cough . 

2.39 

2.39 

4.36 

4.15 

Measles  . 

8.95 

9.18 

2.5 

4.44 

Food  Poisoning . 

0.14 

0.14 

0.05 

— 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Live  Bi 

rths  : — 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

32 

30 

21.19 

27 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  En¬ 
teritis  under  two  years  of  age 

3.0 

2.4 

2.64 

1.4 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Births  (L 

ive  and 

Still): — 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 
Abortion  with  sepsis  . 

0.11 

Not 

Abortion  without  sepsis . 

0.05 

Puerperal  infections  . 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

0.11 

0.71 

avail¬ 

able 

1.29 

1.41 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . J 

6.31 

5 . 30 

5.18 

5.64 

The  rates  apply  to  the  civilian  population  only. 

The  148  Smaller  Towns  have  resident  populations  of 
25,000  to  50,000  ;  Stafford  is  one  of  these, 


Table  4. — Registrar-Generar.s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Deatli 

Total  ' 

Males 

Females 

: 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system . 

10  ' 

4  1 

G 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

1 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease . 

1  i 

1  , 

— 

Influenza  . 

5 

3  1 

2 

Measles  . 

1 

1  j 

_ 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
iAIales  onlvl  . 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

15 

^  1 
(i 

9 

Cnneer  of  breast  . 

7 

. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

34 

21 

13 

Diabetes . 

4 

1 

Intra-cranial  vascidar  lesions  . 

52 

24 

28 

Heart  Disease  . 

115 

54 

G1 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system .  . 

13 

5 

8 

llronchitis  . 

19 

14 

5 

Pneumonia  . 

9 

5 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

3 

3 

— 

Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

() 

G 

— 

Diarrhoea  (Under  two  years  of  age)  .  .  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

Ap])endicitis  . 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

8 

5 

Nephritis  . 

2 

1 

1 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

1 

___ 

1 

Premature  birth  . 

5 

3 

2 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury, 
infantile  disease  . 

i 

9 

7 

2 

Siiipirlr^  . 

'  2 

; _ 

2 

Road  Traffic  accidents  . 

9 

9 

— 

Other  violent  causes  . 

1  7 

7 

_ _ 

All  other  causes  . 

;  35 

17 

18 

.  Totai.  Diiatiis . 

377 

202 

175 

Ward  distribution  of  deaths  : — 

North,  70  ;  Soutli,  86  ;  East,  80  ;  West,  87  ; 
wich,  45. 


Bas- 


Table  5.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1949. 


juiydso}] 
uot;uiosi 
o?  poAoiuoy 

\ 

M  I 

1  1 

Cl  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

H  j 

"  1 

1 

H  1 

''  <V 

1  1 

to  1 

1  1 

1  1 

M 

1  1 

1  1 

H  1 

1  1 
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.Motifiable  Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever  . Cases  .. 

Deaths 

1  Pneumonia  . Cases  . . 

1  Deaths 

Poliomyelitis  . Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Dysentery . Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyre.xia  ....  Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Erysipelas . Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Measles  . Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough . Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  . Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Cerebro-Spinal  Cases  . . 

Meningitis  . Deaths 

1  Food  Poisoning  . Cases  . . 

1  Deaths 
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